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Wednesday, November 18, 2020 

 
Officials, 
 
PIHO has reviewed the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s latest COVID-19 mitigation order as it relates to on-ice activities.  PIHO has 
consulted with our partners, leagues, and teams - and has reviewed the Order itself as well as the FAQ's on the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health website. 
 
PIHO has determined that effective immediately, all players, coaches, and officials must wear "face coverings" (also known as a mask) at all 
times while participating in hockey games.  This includes anywhere on the premises (dressing rooms, lobbies, penalty boxes, bathrooms, 
benches) AS WELL AS DURING PLAY ON THE ICE.  The Secretary of Health defines a "face covering" as "covering of the nose and mouth 
with material that is secured to the head with ties, straps, or loops over the ears or is wrapped around the lower face. A “face covering” can 
be made of a variety of synthetic or natural fabrics, including cotton, silk, or linen. A “face covering” may be factory-made, sewn by hand, or 
be improvised from household items, including, but not limited to, scarfs, bandanas, t-shirts, sweatshirts, or towels. While procedural and 
surgical masks intended for health care providers and first responders, such as N95 respirators, meet those requirements, these specialized 
masks should be reserved for appropriate occupational and health care personnel." 
 
This applies to all officials who are working any PIHO-assigned game at any level and we expect officials to adhere to this Order.  There are 
no exceptions to this state-mandated policy.  Large, long helmet visors do not count as masks, even if they extend past your mouth.  Cages 
are not masks.  When we say "mask," we are referring to a piece of cloth or similar material that covers your nose and mouth and limits the 
distance that your exhaled air will travel.   
 

PIHO MASKING FAQ’s 
 

• How am I going to blow the whistle while wearing a mask? 
 
Effective immediately, PIHO is encouraging all officials to acquire e-whistles, which are hand-held electronic devices that emit a whistle 
sound effect when you push a button.  PIHO's official hockey supplier, Binnie's Hockey, has acquired a limited number of e-whistles, which 
can be purchased at BinniesHockey.com.  If you unable or unwilling to acquire an e-whistle, you can use your regular, air-blown whistle in 
one of two ways:  
 

o You can blow the whistle through the mask by putting it up to your masked mouth, blowing hard through the mask, and 
triggering the whistle 

o You can BRIEFLY pull your mask down below your mouth to blow the whistle and then IMMEDIATELY put your mask up 
 

• Am I to be checking players and coaches for proper mask wearing?  Should I be assessing penalties for failure to wear a mask? 
 
No.  We have made it clear to our teams and leagues that we are not the "mask police" and we will not be issuing penalties for non-
compliance.  There is no USA Hockey rule in the rulebook that allows you to issue a penalty for improper mask wearing.  All teams and 
leagues have been notified that they are expected to voluntarily and without reminders comply with this Statewide legal mandate.  If you 
happen to notice that a particular team is on a large scale not adhering to mask requirements, feel free to let us know and we will deal with 
it through proper administrative channels.  If a coach or player complains that an opponent is not properly masked, you can tell him/her 
that you were specifically instructed to not get involved with mask-related issues, and to report those issues to the league if he feels it 
necessary.   
 

• I do not want to wear a mask on the ice.  What can I do? 
 
If you do not want to wear a mask, then you cannot skate.  If you have games on your schedule that you no longer want to skate for this 
reason, please turn them back IMMEDIATELY.  This is not a PIHO or USA Hockey rule - this is coming from the state government.  
Compliance is essential. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in advance. 
 
 

 
Zachary Roberts 

Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Ice Hockey Officiating 


